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U.  S.  TOBACCO  EXPORTS 
UP  IN  NOVEMBER 

U.  S.  exports  of  unmanufactured  tobacco  in  November  1957,  a"t  ^-7*6  mil- 
lion pounds  (export  weight),  were  11  percent  larger  than  those  for  November 
1956.    The  value  of  November  1957  exports,  at  $3^.6  million,  was  nearly  23 
percent  greater  than  for  the  same  month  a  year  earlier. 

Exports  of  flue-cured  tobacco-39.2  million  pounds  in  November  1957 — 
were  3*3  percent  above  those  for  November  1956.    Burley  exports,  at  1.1 
million,  were  up  25  percent  over  November  1956.    Exports  of  dark-fired 
Kentucky-Tennessee,  Virginia  fire-cured,  Maryland,  Black  Fat,  cigar  wrapper, 
and  cigar  binder  all  were  larger  than  for  the  same  months  in  1956.  Maryland 
exports,  at  1.6  million  pounds,  were  nearly  3  times  as  large  as  those  of  a 
year  ago. 

For  the  January-November  1957  period,  exports  of  unmanufactured  tobacco, 
at  I+58  million  pounds,  were  only  slightly  above  those  for  the  first  11 
months  of  the  previous  year.    The  value  of  January-November  1957  exports, 
however,  was  up  11  percent  from  the  1956  value. 


TOBACCO,  UNMANUFACTURED:    U.  S.  exports,  by  type  and  export  weighty 
January-November  1956  and  1957,  with  percent  change 


• 

Type  ; 

• 

November 

Percent ' 

January-November  ' 

Percent 

1956  ; 

1957  ; 

change  ' 

1956  ; 

1957  ; 

change 

1,000  pounds  : 

Percent: 

1,000  pounds  : 

•Percent 

Dark-fired  Ky.-Tenn...: 

37,9^2; 
8k2<. 
1,682: 

137: 

598: 
37^: 
95' 
27+ 

ika< 

356- 
95 
220 

39,213: 
1,053 
2,688 
526 
1,580 
152- 
:  +3 
:  533 
297 
880 

:  3 
:  657 

+3.3! 
:    +25. 1: 
:  +59.8- 
:  +283.9 
+l6k.2> 

-59.^ 
:  -5+.7 

:    +9+. 5 
+100.7 
:  +1+7.2 
:  -96.8 
:  +198.6 

•    37+, 707: 
2+,906; 
22,808: 
t  3,915" 
:  10,905- 
:  1,292: 
:  565: 
:  3,796 
:  3,^0- 
:  2,121 
:  53^ 
:  3,58+ 

380,591' 
19,26^ 

20,952" 

5,035 
12,330 
1,580 
2,566 
3,98+ 
+,113 

:  3,327 
:  99 
•  +,39^ 

:  +1.6 
•  -22.7 
-8.1 

:  +28.6 

:  +13.1 
:  +22.3 
:  +35^.2 
:  +5.0 
+18.2 
:  +56.9 
:  -81.5 
:  +22.6 

+2,763 

■  +7,625 

\  +11.+ 

:  +52,613 

+58,235 

:  +1.2 

Declared  value  : 
(million  dollars) . . . : 

28.2 

:  3+.6 

:  +22.7 

\       29+. 5 

:  327.6 

■  +11.2 

l/  Includes  sun-cured. 


Compiled  in  the  Foreign  Agricultural  Service  from  records  of  the  Bureau  of 
the  Census. 
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The  value  of  U.S.  exports  of  tobacco  products  in  November  1957  was 
$6.8  million- -up  about  80  percent  from  November  1957-    Cigarette  exports 
totaled  1,568  million  pieces,  compared  with  907  f°r  the  same  month  a  year 
earlier.    For  the  11-month  period,  January-November,  exports  of  cigarettes 
were  7  percent  greater  than  for  the  same  1956  period.    The  value  of  all 
tobacco -product  exports,  at  $65.8  million  for  January-November  1957  was 
11  percent  larger  than  in  1956. 

TOBACCO  PRODUCTS:    U.  S.  exports,  January-November  I956 
and  1957;  with  percent  change 


Products 


November 

Percent 

January-November 

Percent 

:  1956 

1957 

change 

1956 

1957 

change 

:  1,033 

832 

-19.5 

:  7,756' 

8,052 

+3.8 

:  907 

1,568 

:  +72.9 

1^,239: 

15,273 

:  +7.3 

107< 

81 

-2k. 3 

,  l,k66- 

1,325 

-9.6 

i  37 

53 

:  2 

:  556- 

573 

+3.1 

205 

:  225 

+9.8 

+,700: 

3,863 

-17.8 

:'  3.8 

6.8 

.  +78.9 

:  59.3 

65.8 

+11.0 

Cigars  and  cheroots 

(1,000  pieces). . 
Cigarettes 

(million  pieces) 
Chewing  and  snuff 

(1,000  pounds) . . 
Smoking  tobacco  in 

(1,000  pounds) . . 
Smoking  tobacco  in 

(1,000  pounds) . . 
Declared  value 

(million  dollars) 


Pkg 


bulk 


Compiled  in  the  Foreign  Agricultural  Service  from  records  of  the  Bureau 
of  the  Census. 

SPANISH  TOBACCO  MONOPOLY  CONTINUES 
SHIFT  IN  DARK  TOBACCOS 

The  National  Tobacco   Service  of  Spain  is  continuing  to  promote  a  shift 
in  dark  tobacco  production  from  the  traditional  "Valencia"  variety  to  the 
more  satisfactory  lighter-type  "Santafe"  varieties.    In  some  areas  the 
growers  are  encouraged  to  switch  to  a  Maryland- type . 


Cultivation  of  5  major  types  of  tobacco  has  been  authorized  for  next 
season:     dark  air-  or  fire-cured,  light  air-cured  bur ley  type,  cigar 
tobacco  from  Havana  or  Sumatra  varieties,  flue-cured,  and  cigar  wrapper. 
Farmers  will  be  allowed  to  produce  up  to  kk,500  acres  of  dark  and  burley 
types.    Acreages  of  flue-cured  and  cigar  tobacco  are  much  smaller  with 
only  l,kOO  acres  to  be  allotted.    Acreage  of  cigar  wrapper  has  not  been 
set. 
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CIGARETTE  OUTPUT  RISING 
IN  THE  CANARY  ISLANDS 

Cigarette  output  in  the  Canary  Islands  during  the  first  k  months 
of  1957  amounted  to  352  million  pieces,  compared  with  200  million  in 
January -April  1956.    Production  of  cigars  and  cut  and  smoking  tobaccos 
was  below  January-April  1956  levels. 

DOMINICAN  REPUBLIC'S  OUTPUT  OF 
TOBACCO  PRODUCTS  DOWN 

Production  of  both  cigarettes  and  cigars  in  the  Dominican  Republic 
during  1956  was  below  1955  levels.    Cigarette  production  was  QkO  million 
pieces,  compared  with  902  million  in  1955»    The  percentage  and  volume  de- 
cline in  cigarette  production  was  the  greatest  since  1936.    Production  of 
cigars  (29.3  million  pieces)  continued  to  decline  from  the  1951  high  of 
J+5-2  million. 

CYPRUS  IMPORTS  MORE  TOBACCO 

Imports  of  unmanufactured  tobacco  by  Cyprus  during  the  first  half 
of  1957  totaled  520,000  pounds--up  2h  percent  from  the  la.8,000  pounds 
imported  during  the  comparable  period  in  1956.    Most  of  the  increase  was 
in  larger  takings  of  U.  S.  leaf  which  amounted  to  2^6,000  pounds,  com- 
pared with  168,000  pounds  in  January- June  1956.    Imports  from  Greece 
and  the  Federation  of  Rhodesia  and  Nyasaland  were  also  larger  than  for 
the  first  6  months  of  1956.    Takings  from  Canada  at  9>000  pounds  were 
the  first  reported  imports  from  that  country. 

PAKISTAN  INCREASES  CIGARETTE  OUTPUT 

Cigarette  output  in  Pakistan  during  the  first  6  months  of  1957  was 
3.0  billion  pieces,  21  percent  larger  than  the  January-June  1956  level  of 
2.5  billion.    Production  of  cigars  was  589,000  pieces,  compared  with 
382,000  in  January- June  1956. 

URUGUAYAN  WOOL 
MARKET  ACTIVE 

A  cautious  optimism  prevailed  in  the  Uruguayan  wool  market  during  the 
third  week  of  December.    Substantial  local  sales  and  a  firmer  tendency  in 
the  world  market  led  to  increased  export  sales  of  wool.    Trade  sources 
reported  export  sales  of  11  million  pounds  during  the  first  3  days  of  the 
week.    Of  this,  about  1,8  million  pounds,  bought  for  pounds  sterling,  was 
for  shipment  to  the  Soviet  Union. 

Local  sales  and  export  sales  had  been  very  small  earlier  in  the  season 
because  growers  refused  to  sell  at  unprofitable  "aforos"  (minimum  exchange 
rates)  and  declining  world  prices.    The  "aforos"  were  revised  in  November 
in  an  attempt  to  stimulate  export  sales  and  thus  alleviate  the  foreign 
exchange  situation. 
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U.  S.  CATTLE  IMPORTS 
FROM  MEXICO  RISE 

The  United  States  imported  about  3^+3  jOOO  head  of  cattle  from  Mexico 
during  1957 •    This  was  221  percent  more  than  imports  during  1956.  Heavy 
demand  for  stocker  and  feeder  cattle  throughout  the  southwest  United  States 
encouraged  the  northern  movement  of  Mexican  cattle- -almost  all  thin  stock 
for  fattening.  As  usual,  El  Paso  was  the  most  important  point  of  entry. 

U.  S.  cattle  imports  in  1957  totaled  725^000  head.    They  were  divided 
about  evenly  between  Mexico  and  Canada. 

U.  S.  MEAT  PLANTS  IN 
URUGUAY  CLOSE 

In  late  December,  Swift  and  Armour,  the  two  U.S.  meatpacking  companies 
in  Uruguay,  began  liquidating  their  Montevideo  plants  in  accordance  with  a 
notice  officially  given  the  government  in  early  November.  Approximately 
6,500  workers  were  being  laid  off. 

Continuous  labor  unrest,  a  shortage  of  cattle  for  slaughter,  and  con- 
troversy with  the  government  over  payment  of  subsidies  have  led  the  U.S. 
companies  to  make  this  move. 

The  labor  situation  in  the  Uruguayan  meatpacking  industry  remains  un- 
settled.   A  21-day  industry-wide  strike  of  packing-plant  workers  ended  in 
early  December  after  laws  satisfying  their  demands  had  passed  the  legislature. 
Two  days  later,  however,  a  new  strike  was  called  when  the  National  Council 
for  Government  vetoed  that  part  of  the  bill  which  guaranteed  the  workers 
125  hours  of  pay  per  month  as  unemployment  compensation.    The  workers  also 
demand  an  80-peso  ($18.22)  New  Year's  bonus  for  each  worker. 

The  government -owned  National  Packing  Plant  has  a  monopoly  on  produc- 
tion of  meat  for  domestic  sale  in  Montevideo.    In  addition,  sales  of  cattle 
to  other  packing  plants  for  export  are  not  allowed  until  the  National  Pack- 
ing Plant  has  received  enough  to  supply  local  demand.    Due  to  fixed  retail 
prices  for  meat  in  Montevideo,  the  National  Packing  Plant  must  sell  its 
meat  at  a  loss.    The  government  subsidy,  which  was  to  make  up  this  loss, 
has  not  been  paid.    The  National  Packing  Plant  is  thus  unable  to  pay  cattle 
producers  what  it  owes  them  for  previous  purchases  of  cattle.    Some  cattle 
producers  in  Uruguay  will  not  sell  to  the  National  Packing  Plant,  and  the 
plant  is  unable  to  meet  domestic  demand  for  meat.    Operations  have  been  at 
a  low  level  at  the  Uruguayan-owned  Castro  plant,  Montevideo's  other  export 
packing  plant.    Small  independent  slaughterers  operating  outside  Montevideo 
have  been  supplying  a  larger  part  of  the  city's  meat  requirements. 

The  government  has  recently  passed  a  bill  increasing  the  capitalization 
of  the  National  Packing  Plant  so  that  it  may  pay  its  outstanding  debts. 
However,  a  proposal  to  import  Argentine  cattle  for  slaughter  in  the  export 
plants  was  suspended. 
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WEST  GERMAN  IMPORTS  OF  CATTLE 
HIDES  UP  27  PERCENT 


Imports  of  cattle  hides  by  West  Germany  during  January-September  1957 
totaled  209  million  pounds,  27  percent  above  a  year  ago.    Imports  in  the 
first  9  months  of  1957  were  the  largest  in  postwar  years. 


Shipments  from  Argentina  and  the  United  States,  the  two  leading 
suppliers,  increased  by  44  and  59  percent,  respectively.    By  contrast  in 
1956,  Argentine  exports  to  West  Germany  increased  sharply  while  U.  S. 
exports  declined  correspondingly.    West  German  imports  from  Canada, 
although  relatively  small,  showed  the  greatest  percentage  increase  in  1957* 
Imports  from  most  European  countries  and  the  Union  of  South  Africa  dropped 
sharply. 

CATTLE  HIDES:    West  Germany,  imports,  annual  1954-56, 
January-September  1956  and  1957 


Annual 


Country  of  origin  :. 


:  !95^  , 

• 

1955 

1956  j 

1956 

1957 

Percent 
change 

• 
• 

• 
• 

1,000 

:  1,000 

•  1,000 

!  1,000 

!  1,000  ! 

pounds 

:  pounds 

:  pounds 

:  pounds 

:  pounds  j 

Percent 

21,122 

:  41,742 

:  60,525  ; 

:  43,218 

:  62,248  | 

-  44 

59,990  ! 

:  62,160 

•  44,366  . 

:  34,657 

:  55,260  - 

!  59 

6,568 

:  1^,397 

.  14,268 

•  12,878 

:  7,371 

:  -39 

• 

9,039 

:  10,926 

;  12,504 

:  9,224 

:  12,425  ; 

35 

• 

5,653 

•  8,89^ 

!  9,244 

:  7,324 

8,532  J 

:  16 

^,333 

:    3,787  ' 

:  8,4ll 

:  5,357 

:    8,292  - 

.  42 

969 

:  5,006 

:  8,344 

:  6,716 

:    8,837  - 

!  32 

• 

3,917 

:    6,949  ' 

:  7,559 

7,233 

:  4,672 

:  -35 

• 

5,299 

:  7,615 

:    4,883  ! 

3,557 

\    8,644  | 

i  143 

4,529 

:    7,062  ! 

:  4,745 

:    6,055  : 

5,929  : 

-2 

4,483 

:    5,933  : 

:    4,524  i 

:  5,026 

:    6,505  j 

:  29 

1,886 

:    5,830  . 

;     4,104  . 

:    3,409  . 

!     2,009  ! 

;  -41 

• 
« 

1,076 

I    1,959  : 

:    3,945  : 

;  2,651 

|  2,494 

:  -6 

Union  of  South  Africa 

4,004  . 

1,^69  . 

:    3,653  « 

:    3,276  . 

;    1,285  - 

.  -61 

Rhodesias-Nyasaland. : 

4,282  ; 

.  6,55^ 

:    2,585  . 

:  2,192 

:    2,280  < 

4 

9,455  ■ 

:  11,702 

;  12,126  j 

11,336  , 

:  12,213  1 

8 

147,600 

201,985  : 

205,786  j 

164,609  ■ 

209,496  j 

27 

January-September 
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PET  FOODS  BECOME  BIG 
BUSINESS  IN  BRITAIN 

About  9  million  cats  and  dogs  in  Great  Britain  (5*2  million  cats  and 
3.7  million  dogs)  are  now  consuming  close  to  $70  million  worth  of  pet  foods 
annually.    Meanwhile,  some  50  million  Britishers  are  reading  $1.^  worth  of 
press  advertising  a  year  and  watching  TV  shows  costing  leading  pet-food 
producers  $250,000. 

Canned  foods  for  pets  have  become  a  major  grocery  item  within  the  past 
10  years,  according  to  the  Grocer  (London),  and  the  trend  is  worldwide. 
Most  recently,  quick-frozen  pet  foods  have  become  popular;  there  has  been 
a  big  increase  in  these  imports  from  Australia,  although  accurate  trade  and 
consumption  data  are  unavailable. 

Producers  of  dog  and  cat  food  in  Britain  use  most  of  the  U.  K.'s 
imported  whale  meat,  large  quantities  of  fish,  whole  wheat,  and  ox  liver 
from  Ireland  and  New  Zealand,  along  with  other  vital  ingredients  making  up 
the  canned-product  formulas.    Retail  sales  of  these  canned  and  other  pre- 
pared pet  foods  (excluding  meat,  fish,  and  cereal  products  not  specifically 
processed  for  use  by  pets)  now  amount  to  the  equivalent  of  $28  million. 

At  least  5  leading  firms  in  Britain  are  engaged  in  canning  and  other- 
wise preparing  food  for  cats  and  dogs.    One  of  these  firms  turns  out  more 
than  1  million  cans  of  pet  food  a  week.    The  biggest  part  of  this  output  is 
a  British  brand  of  cat  food,  production  of  which  is  said  to  exceed  any 
single  canned  food  processed  in  Britain  for  consumption  by  humans. 

IND0-TIBETAN  WOOL 
TRADE  REVIVES 

Communist  China  may  no  longer  be  buying  Tibetan  carpet  wool,  judging 
from  a  recent  report  in  an  Indian  newspaper.    Consequently,  Indo-Tibetan 
trade  in  this  commodity  has  revived  during  the  current  wool  season,  which 
began  last  November. 

Raw  wool  is  Tibet's  most  important  export  commodity.    The  bulk  of  this 
wool  traditionally  has  passed  through  Kalimpong  (India's  northern  frontier 
post  on  the  trade  route  between  Sikkim  and  Tibet).    Before  Communist  China 
entered  the  market,  Kalimpong  received  approximately  8  million  pounds  of 
Tibetan  wool  annually.    The  wool  is  carried  over  hazardous  mountain  trails 
by  caravans  of  pack  animals  which  carry  2  maunds,  165  pounds,  each.  In 
Kalimpong  most  of  this  wool  is  reexported,  primarily  to  the  United  Kingdom 
and  Belgium,  since  the  United  States  has  banned  imports  from  Tibet. 

The  value  of  wool  exports  to  India  dropped  from  $2.2  million  in  1955-56 
to  $1.U  million  in  1956-57 >  indicating  that  Communist  China  was  taking  more 
Tibetan  wool.  Completion  of  the  Lhasa-China  highway  in  1956  probably 
encouraged  this  movement.  Increased  competition  from  Red  China  for  Tibetan 
wool  was  expected  to  increase  further  this  season.  However,  the  resumption 
of  large-scale  shipments  to  Kalimpong  indicates  that  Communist  China  is  not 
interested  in  Tibetan  wool  at  present. 
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PHILIPPINES  RECEIVE  RECORD  SHIPMENT 
OF  SANTA  GERTRUDIS  CATTLE 

The  first  part  of  a  record  transpacific  cattle  shipment  of  28l  Santa 
Gertrudis  cattle  arrived  at  Manila  recently  when  118  hulls  were  unloaded 
from  a  U.  S.  steamship.    The  bulls  started  at  Brownsville,  Texas,  went  by 
rail  to  San  Francisco,  by  sea  to  Manila,  thence  by  trailer-truck  to  a 
government  farm.    In  a  few  weeks  they  will  be  distributed  to  the  provinces 
for  livestock  improvement. 

The  animals  completed  the  18-day  sea  voyage  in  good  condition,  pro- 
tected by  a  new-type  portable  "corral"  designed  by  the  steamship  company 
for  long-distance  cattle  shipments.    These  "corrals",  or  vans,  similar 
to  those  for  circus  animals,  are  self-contained,  with  feed  and  water 
troughs.    They  carry  an  average  of  6  bulls  each  and  are  loaded  directly 
from  dock  to  ship-deck  along  with  their  bovine  passengers. 

Most  of  the  ^700,000  ($350,000)  outlay  for  this  cattle  shipment  is 
understood  to  have  come  from  the  Philippine  President's  contingency  fund, 
and  the  remainder  from  the  Philippine  Bureau  of  Animal  Industry. 

COMMUNIST  CHINA'S  WORK  STOCK 
NUMBERS  DECLINE 

Communist  China  now  is  allowing  private  ownership  of  draft  animals 
within  collectives  in  an  effort  to  halt  a  downward  trend  in  work  stock 
numbers.    During  1957  work  stock  numbers  declined  about  3  percent  from 
levels  reported  for  June  1956,  according  to  the  Chinese  Communist  party. 

The  decline  in  work  stock  is  a  result  of  increased  animal  slaughter 
during  the  period  of  intensive  agricultural  collectivization  in  1956  and 
1957*    Rather  than  lose  their  one  or  two  draft  animals  upon  entering  a 
collective  farm,  many  peasant  farmers  slaughtered  them  for  meat.  In 
addition,  the  Communist  press  has  reported  that  animals  on  collective 
farms  have  not  had  the  proper  care  they  had  as  the  property  and 
responsibility  of  individuals. 

"Work  stock"  apparently  includes  cattle,  buffalo,  horses,  donkeys, 
and  mules,  of  all  ages.    Of  these,  cattle  and  buffalo  are  much  more 
numerous  than  horses,  donkeys,  or  mules.    Most  Chinese  consider  cattle 
and  buffalo  as  draft  animals  and  slaughter  them  only  if  the  animals 
are  aged  or  infirm,  or  if  unusual  conditions  warrant. 

Sheep  and  goat  numbers  in  Communist  China  rose  moderately  in  1957 > 
while  hog  numbers  were  up  sharply.    The  sharp  rise  in  hog  numbers  seems 
to  have  been  the  result  of  a  new  policy  allowing  individual  ownership 
of  hogs.    According  to  Communist  sources,  about  90  percent  of  Red  China's 
hogs  are  now  raised  privately. 
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AUSTRALIANS  PROMOTE 
MEAT  SALES  IN  BRITAIN 

The  Australian  Meat  Board  is  conducting  a  L-U0,000  ($89,000)  program 
in  Britain  to  advertise  and  promote  sales  of  canned  meats.    According  to 
the  Meat  Trades'  Journal  (London) ,  the  board  has  also  asked  a  British  firm 
of  market  consultants  to  develop  a  program  in  the  United  Kingdom  to  stimu- 
late demand  for  Australian  frozen  and  chilled  meats . 

NEW  MEAT  FACTORY  IN  KENYA 

A  new  meat-canning  factory  is  to  be  constructed  near  Nairobi ,  Kenya, 
in  British  East  Africa,  according  to  the  Department  of  Information,  Nairobi. 
The  factory  will  be  built  under  a  cooperative  agreement  between  the  Kenya 
Meat  Commission  and  Oxo  (East  Africa)  Limited,  a  subsidiary  of  Libings 
Extract  of  Meat  Company  of  the  United  Kingdom. 

The  installation  will  produce  about  ^,000  cans  of  corned  beef  per  day. 
Kenya  has  a  long  felt  need  for  additional  beef  outlets,  and  the  new  factory 
is  expected  to  take  some  of  the  pressure  off  the  Meat  Commission's  slaughter 
operations.    At  present,  Kenya  exports  small  quantities  of  canned  beef  to 
neighboring  African  areas  and  to  the  United  Kingdom. 

CANADA  TO  SHIP  WHEAT  TO  INDIA  AND  OTHER  "COLOMBO  PLAN" 
COUNTRIES  ON  CREDIT  AND  GRANT  BASIS 

Canada's  Minister  of  Trade  and  Commerce  has  announced  to  the  Canadian 
Parliament  a  $50-million-dollar  program  for  disposal  of  wheat  and  flour. 
The  program  calls  for  shipments  of  $30  to  $35  million  worth  to  "Colombo 
Plan"  countries  under  loan  or  credit  agreements,  and  an  additional  $15 
million  worth  as  an  outright  gift.    Parliamentary  approval  of  funds  for 
this  program  is  expected  soon. 

The  Canadian  Wheat  Board  and  the  Government  of  India  have  already 
reached  an  agreement  whereby  U00,000  tons  of  Canadian  wheat  (about  15 
million  bushels)  will  be  shipped  during  the  current  winter  and  early  spring 
months.     Implementation  of  this  agreement  is  subject  to  the  conclusion 
between  the  two  governments  of  financial  arrangements  which  will  provide 
for  payments  in  7  equal  annual  installments  beginning  3  years  after  shipment. 
Interest  will  be  payable  annually  at  a  rate  equal  to  the  borrowing  cost  to 
the  Canadian  Government  plus  a  small  charge  for  overhead. 

The  Government  of  Pakistan  has  indicated  an  interest  in  obtaining 
Canadian  wheat  on  the  same  terms,  and  Canada  has  given  assurance  that  the 
wheat  will  be  made  available. 

In  the  light  of  these  proposals,  it  seems  likely  that  Canada's  total 
wheat  and  flour  exports  in  1957-58  (August-July)  will  reach,  and  possibly 
exceed,  300  million  bushels  grain  equivalent.  Exports  in  1956-57  totaled 
263  million  bushels,  compared  with  309  million  bushels  in  1955-56. 
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CHILE  SETS  EXPORT  QUOTA  FOR 
ONIONS  AND  GARLIC 

The  Chilean  Government  has  announced  an  export  quota  of  330,000  cwt. 
of  onions  and  77^000  cwt.  of  garlic  this  season. 

AUSTRIA  SETS  QUOTAS  FOR  1958-60 
GRAIN  IMPORTS  FROM  U . S . S . R . 

Under  the  3-year  trade  agreement  "between  Austria  and  the  Soviet  Union, 
signed  October  10,  1957 }  Austria  has  given  the  Soviet  Union  a  quota 
of  30,000  metric  tons  of  bread  grains  (15,000  tons  of  wheat  and  15,000 
tons  of  barley)  during  calendar  1958 • 

The  annual  quotas  for  1959  a^d  i960  are  fixed  at  20,000  tons  for  bread 
grains  and  80,000  tons  for  feed  grains.    The  precise  quantities  of  each  kind 
of  grain  to  be  delivered  to  Austria  under  wach  of  these  categories  during 
the  two  years  is  to  be  determined  immediately  prior  to  the  year  in  question. 

CHILE  TAKING  STEPS  TO  BOOST 
WHEAT  YIELDS 

As  a  step  toward  self-sufficiency  in  wheat,  the  Banco  del  Estado  of 
Chile  has  prepared  a  plan  to  help  increase  wheat  yields  in  that  country. 
Trophies  and  other  prizes  would  be  awarded  to  producers  with  the  greatest 
percentage-increase  in  yields.    Basic  to  the  plan  is  the  sale  of  fertilizers 
at  especially  low  prices  to  participating  producers. 

The  bank  has  also  authorized  a  credit  of  85O  million  pesos  ($1,1^9>000) 
to  INACO,  the  government's  grain-purchasing  agency,  for  wheat  purchases  from 
the  1957  crop  at  the  government's  guaranteed  minimum  price.    Harvesting  of 
the  new  crop  has  just  been  completed. 

Growers  are  guaranteed  5*571  paper  pesos  per  quintal  ($2.05  Ver  bushel) 
bulk  basis,  f ,o.b.  Nunoa  station,  for  deliveries  of  new-crop  soft  wheat  from 
January  1  to  June  30,  1958,  and  6,295  pesos  ($2.32  per  bushel)  for  deliveries 
from  July  to  December  31>  1958.    In  paper  pesos,  this  represents  an  increase 
of  about  hi  percent  over  last  year's  basic  price,  but  it  is  slightly  lower 
in  dollars  per  bushel  because  of  devaluation  of  the  Chilean  peso. 

The  new  crop  is  estimated  by  the  Chilean  Ministry  of  Agriculture  at 
1,0^8,1+00  metric  tons,  6.1  percent  larger  than  the  crop  a  year  ago. 
December  31;  1957 }  stocks  were  tentatively  estimated  at  188,800  tons. 
Chilean  official  estimates  place  the  1958  wheat  deficit  at  268,900  tons. 
Local  brokers  place  it  at  a  minimum  of  250,000  tons.    The  government 
hopes  to  get  some  of  this  wheat  from  the  United  States  and  a  large 
amount  from  Argentina,  the  latter  quantity  in  payment  of  debts  owed  to 
Chile. 
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CEYLON'S  RICE  IMPORT  NEEDS 
MUCH  GREATER  IN  1958 

Ceylon  may  need  to' import  150,000  long  tons  (336  million  pounds)  of 
milled  rice  in  1958  in  addition  to  usual  import  requirements.    The  cost  of 
importing  this  quantity  is  estimated  at  $15,750,000  ($4.69  per  100  pounds). 
Heavy  floods  in  late  December  caused  extensive  damage  to  theericepcrop 
(see  Foreign  Crops  and  Markets ,  January  13  and  20). 

It  seems  unlikely  at  present  that  Ceylon's  1958  rice  production  will  he 
over  300,000  long  tons  of  milled  rice.    Production  in  recent  years  has  been 
around  450,000  tons.    The  February -March  crop  accounts  for  about  60  percent 
of  total  production  in  the  calendar  year. 

The  spring  crop  was  estimated  before  the  flood  at  between  250,000 
and  280,000  long  tons  of  milled  rice.    This  estimate  has  been  sharply 
reduced,  and  the  present  outlook  for  the  crop  is  not  promising.  The 
fall  crop  is  planted  in  March  and  April  and  harvested  from  August  into 
November . 

CANADIAN  JULY-DECEMBER  WHEAT  EXPORTS 
8  PERCENT  LOWER  THAN  YEAR  AGO 

Canadian  wheat  and  wheat  flour  exports  during  the  first  6  months  (July- 
December)  of  1957-58  are  estimated  at  approximately  155  million  bushels, 
compared  with  168.2  million  bushels  during  the  same  period  in  1956-57.  This 
represents  a  decline  of  8  percent.    The  reduction  is  due  mainly  to  smaller 
exports  to  Western  Europe,  which  had  a  record  crop  this  year. 

Official  export  figures  for  November  and  December  1957  are  not  yet 
available.    The  estimated  July-December  1957  total  is  based  on  official 
figures  of  the  Dominion  Bureau  of  Statistics  for  July-October  (see  table  on 
page  13),  estimates  of  the  Board  of  Grain  Commissioners  for  November  and 
December  wheat  exports,  preliminary  customs  returns  for  November  flour 
exports,  and  estimated  exports  of  flour  for  December. 

The  Board  of  Grain  Commissioners  export  figures  for  November  show 
greatly  increased  wheat  exports  that  month  to  the  Netherlands,  Poland,  the 
U.S.S.R.  Pakistan,  and  West  Germany,  and  increased  flour  exports  to  the 
United  Kingdom.    Destinations  of  the  December  1957  exports  are  not  yet 
available . 

Following  are  preliminary  estimates  in  millions  of  bushels  (grain 
equivalent)  of  the  quantities  of  wheat  and  flour  taken  by  specified  countries 
during  July-November  1957  compared  with  a  year  ago,  the  latter  shown  in 
parentheses:  United  Kingdom,  U6.9  ( 1+7 . 7 ) ;  Japan,  19.4  (l8.0);  West  Germany, 
16.0  (18.6);  Netherlands,  9.2  (7-3) J  Belgium-Luxembourg,  6.8  (8.0);  United 
States  4.2  (2.2);  U.S.S.R.,  4.1  (k.l);  Poland,  4.0  (2.6);  Philippine 
Republic,  3.2  (2.6);  Switzerland,  1.3  (4.9);  France,  1.3  (1.4);  and  Norway, 

1.3  (2.9). 
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WHSAT  AND  FLOUR:    Canadian  exports  by  country  of  destination, 
July-October  1956  and  July-October  1957 


July-October  1956 

Tlpq+.-inat.inn  ? 

July-October  1957 

.    Wheat  .     Floor  .  Total 

•                            •  • 

.    Wheat  .    Flour  .  Total 

539 
591 

1,731 
1U7 

1,119 

10 

589 


5,558 

"  U 

155 


Western  Hemisphere:  : 

United  States   :  1,160 

Central  America   :  19 

British  West  Indies  ...:  8 

Cuba   :  1 

Venezuela   :  28 

Ecuador   :  219 

Peru   :  1,253 

Others   :   - 

Total   :  2,6tt8 

Europe:  :  

Norway  :  2,559 

United  Kingdom  :  32,768 

Ireland  :  1,057 

Netherlands   :  5,319 

Belgium-Luxembourg  . . . . :    6, 6Ul 

France   :  1,571 

Germany,  West  :  18,581 

Czechoslovakia  :  5,371 

Switzerland  :  5,152 

Poland    2,599 

U.S.S.R.  :  5,127 

Others   :  2,250 

Total  :  55,865 

Asia:  :  

Philippine  Republic....: 

Japan  :  16,507 

Others   :  333 

Total  :  16,750 

Africa  :~c£8~ 

Oceania  : 

World  total  :  106, 351 

1/  Less  than  500  bushels. 


109 
TT7506~ 


2,o62 
521 
612 


73!T 

 25 

TJ7TBT 


1,599 

510 
1,739 

158 
1,157 

219 
1,263 

589 
"772TII 


2,559 
37,316 
1,057 
5,323 
6,786 
1,571 
18,581 
5,371 
5,152 
2,599 
5,127 
2,359 
90,671 


2,062 
l6,-828 
955 
T9TW 


1,793 

 25 

119,538 


2,708 

595 

76 

:  398 

7 

:  1,553 

1 

:  88 

35 

:  911 

158 

!  5 

:  510 

■2793F 


1,022 
30,811 
526 
7,520 
5,635 
1,325 
12,505 

916 
2,535 
1,051 
1,353 
65,098 


16,656 
198 
16,355 


26T 
85,2*02 


3,9F9~ 


5,029 
1 

1/ 
"96 


y 
"55 


3,202 
575 

1,560 

89 
955 
158 
5 

510 
6,953 


5,171 


2,055 
317 
580 


— 15f 

18 

TI73FT 


1,022 
35,850 
527 
7,520 
5,730 
1,325 
12,505 

916 
2,535 
1,051 
1,398 
69,269 


2,055 
16,973 
678 
19,706 


6TT 
18 


14  Foreign  Crops  and  Markets  Vol.  76,  No.  4 

MEXICO  AND  NETHERLANDS  MAJOR 
MARKETS  FOR  U.  S.  SEED  CORN 

Mexico  and  the  Netherlands  were  the  major  buyers  of  U.  S,  seed  com 
in  the  first  5  months  (July-November  1957)  of  the  current  crop  year. 
Principal  markets  in  the  same  period  last  crop  year  were  Mexico,  the 
United  Kingdom,  and  Belgium. 

The  United  States  exports  seed  corn  to  many  countries,  despite  the 
fact  that  the  seed  is  sensitive  to  length  of  day  and  performs  differently 
when  moved  north  or  south  any  appreciable  distance  from  latitude  of 
breeding. 


SEED  CORN  ( EXCEPT  SWEET  CORN):    U.  S.  exports  by  country  of  destination, 

July-November  1956  and  1957 


Country  of  destination 


July-November 


1956 


1957 


:  Pounds 
North  and  Central  America:  : 

Canada  :  97,664 

Haiti  :  39,984 

Mexico  :  316,176 

• 

South  America: 

Argentina  :  — — 

Uruguay....  :  7,280 

• 

Europe :  : 

Belgium  :  219,968 

Denmark  :  --- 

Netherlands  : 

Spain  :  13,776 

Sweden  :  6,608 

United  Kingdom  :  273,056 

Other  countries:  : 

Gold  Coast  :  9,968 

Iraq.  :  8,008 

Japan  :  --- 

Pakistan  :  1,848 

Union  of  South  Africa  :  2,968 

Small  lots:                                     :  62,160 

Total  :  1,059,^64 


Pounds 
42,224 
442,176 

4,928 


10,136 
301,112 

2,968 
19,992 


2,464 
5,992 
39,200 


871,192 
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ARGENTINE  CORN 
PROSPECTS  IMPROVED 

The  Argentine  corn  harvest,  which  gets  under  way  in  March,  is  forecast 
at  about  200  million  bushels.    A  crop  that  size  would  be  somewhat  larger 
than  expected  earlier  and  sharply  above  production  of  recent  years, 
Production  last  year  was  about  110  million  bushels,  and  the  1950-5^- 
average  was  120  million. 

Prospects  for  the  corn  crop  improved  greatly  after  heavy  rains  in 
late  December  and  early  January.    Dry  conditions  earlier  had  made  the 
outlook  poor.    Though  generally  favoring  the  corn  crop,  the  heavy  rains 
caused  some  loss  of  small  grains  in  southern  regions  where  harvesting 
was  still  in  progress. 


THAILAND  HAS  TEMPORARY 
RULING  ON  RICE  EXPORTS 

Thailand  has  had  no  rice -export  quotas  since  January  1.  Exporters, 
however,  must  obtain  export  permits  from  the  Ministry  of  Economic  Affairs. 
There  is  a  possibility  that  the  new  government  will  establish  new  rice- 
export  quotas . 

The  following  is  quoted  form  a  notification  of  the  Ministry  of  Economic 

Affairs,  December  28,  1957:     "  "to  facilitate  the  consideration  of 

rice  export  for  January  1958  those  who  intend  to  export  rice  in 

(that)  month  shall  submit  application  in  official  form  to  the 

Department  of  Foreign  Trade  after  January  2,  1958.    After  the  applications 
have  been  approved,  (the)  premium  must  be  paid  within  three  days  from 
the  date  of  approval.    Export  permits  shall  be  issued  immediately  following 
the  settlement  of  the  premium.    The  permit  shall  remain  valid  until 
January  31*  1958,  no  matter  what  the  date  of  the  permit  may  be,  and  the 
Ministry  of  Economic  Affairs  shall  have  no  authority  to  extend  the  validity 
of  the  permit." 


VENEZUELA  TO  PROHIBIT  ORANGE 
JUICE  CONCENTRATE  IMPORTS 

Venezuela  will  prohibit  the  import  of  hotpack  orange  juice  concentrate 
effective  November  1958.    As  a  result  of  a  Venezuelan  Government  survey, 
it  has  been  determined  that  requirements  of  the  soft  drink  industry  can 
be  met  by  a  recently  constructed  processing  plant. 

Regular  users  of  imported  concentrate  may  purchase  their  1958  require- 
ments before  November. 

In  the  1956-57  season,  U.  S.  exports  to  Venezuela  of  hotpack  orange 
juice  concentrate  were  11,130  gallons  compared  with  11,709  gallons  in  the 
previous  season. 
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WEST  GERMANY  TO  IMPORT 
RAISINS  AND  CURRANTS 

The  West  German  Government  has  announced  an  import  tender  for  raisins 
and  currants  from  the  dollar  area.    Applications  for  import  licenses  may 
be  submitted  from  January  16  to  December  15,  1958,  or  until  the  value  limit 
has  been  reached. 

This  tender  continues  previous  tenders  for  raisins  and  currants.  The 
value  limit  was  not  announced. 

NEW  ZEALAND  APPLE  AND  PEAR  PRODUCTION  UP 

First  official  forecast  of  1957-58  apple  and  pear  crops  in  New  Zealand 
is  for  3*5  million  bushels  of  apples  and  570; 000  bushels  of  pears.  Produc- 
tion in  1956-57  was  3«^  million  and  5^5,000  bushels,  respectively. 

Hawkes  Bay  area  is  expected  to  have  a  very  heavy  crop  of  apples,  while 
Nelson  is  down  as  a  result  of  late  frost  and  hail.  Hawkes  Bay  s'houQsd 
have  about  1.2  million  bushels  of  apples,  173,000  more  than  last  year. 
Apple  production  in  Nelson  is  predicted  at  1.3  million  bushels. 

MOROCCAN  AND  ALGERIAN  ORANGE 
CROP  REDUCED 

Heavy  December  rains  are  reported  to  have  damaged  the  orange  crop  now 
being  harvested  in  Morocco  and  Algeria.    Exporters  are  said  to  be  discarding 
large  quantities  of  fruit.    The  exportable  crop  may  be  smaller  than  the 
record  levels  expected. 

HEAVY  EXPORTS  FAIL  TO  RELIEVE 
IRISH  BUTTER  SURPLUS 

In  spite  of  a  sharp  rise  in  butter  exports  in  1957,  Ireland  is  still 
faced  with  a  heavy  surplus.    During  the  first  11  months  of  1957,  butter  ex- 
ports totaled  28.6  million  pounds,  almost  18  times  the  amount  exported  dur- 
ing all  of  1956.    This  is  the  highest  level  since  before  World  War  II.  At 
the  normal  rate  of  domestic  disappearance,  an  additional  11.2  million  pounds 
was  available  for  export  from  the  1+5 .9-milli°n-P°un(i  stocks  on  November  30. 

Over  90  percent  of  1957  Irish  butter  exports  went  to  the  United  Kingdom 
under  heavy  subsidy  (see  Foreign  Crops  and  Markets,  October  ±k,  1957)-  Cost 
of  subsidizing  creamery  butter  exports  during  the  April  1-September  30,  1957, 
period  has  recently  been  estimated  at  million.    The  Minister  of  Finance 

provided  only  $1.8  million  in  the  1957-58  budget  to  pay  the  butter  export 
loss.    How  the  additional  amount  was  financed  has  not  been  announced. 

Trade  statistics  indicate  that  11.5  million  pounds  of  butter  were  ex- 
ported during  the  third  quarter  of  1957  a"t  an  average  f  .o.b.  price  of  38.5 
cents  per  pound.    During  this  period  the  wholesale  price  of  creamery  butter 
in  lublin  was  5^.8  cents  per  pound. 
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SWEDEN  RAISES  MILK  PRICES 

The  retail  price  of  fluid  milk  in  Sweden  was  raised  on  January  1 
from  11.0  to  12.6  cents  per  quart,  and  the  wholesale  price  was  raised  "by 
$1.35  per  cwt.    Actually,  producers  will  receive  an  increase  of  only  58 
cents  per  cwt.,  since  the  special  government  milk  subsidy  was  discontinued 
on  January  1  and  this  amount  is  now  paid  by  the  dairies .    A  5-percent 
increase  in  the  Consumer  Price  Index  was  responsible  for  the  wholesale 
price  change. 

NEW  ZEALAND  GRADING  MORE 
BUTTER  FOR  EXPORT 

During  the  first  k  months  (August-November)  of  the  1957-58  season; 
182  million  pounds  of  New  Zealand  butter  were  graded  for  export.    This  was 
an  increase  of  16  million  pounds  over  the  quantity  graded  during  comparable 
1956-57.    About  78  million  pounds  of  cheese  were  graded  for  export  in  the 
first  4  months  of  the  current  season,  compared  with  76  million  pounds 
for  the  corresponding  period  a  year  ago. 

At  the  end  of  November,  New  Zealand  butter  and  cheese  in  storage 
totaled  ^3.^  million  pounds  and  37 »^  million  pounds,  respectively. 

NEW  ZEALAND  SEES  LITTLE  IMPROVEMENT 
IN  OVERSEAS  DAIRY  MARKETS 

Immediate  improvement  of  dairy  product  prices  in  New  Zealand's  over- 
seas markets  is  unlikely,  according  to  the  chairman  of  the  New  Zealand  Dairy 
Products  Marketing  Commission,  Mr.  R.  A.  Candy,  who  recently  visited 
Australia,  Canada,  the  United  Kingdom,  and  the  United  States. 

New  Zealand  is  particularly  concerned  over  butter  and  cheese  prices 
in  the  United  Kingdom.    Throughout  1957;  New  Zealand  butter  has  been 
quoted  at  prices  under  1956,  with  the  exception  of  a  short  period  in  late 
summer.     On  January  2,  1958;  the  London  Provisional  Exchange  quotation  for 
New  Zealand  Finest  Grade  butter  was  32.5  cents  per  pound,  1.6  cents  under 
the  price  on  the  same  date  last  year. 

Cheese  prices  have  dropped  more  drastically.    The  lowest  price  in  1957 
was  in  November,  when  New  Zealand  Finest  White  cheese  was  quoted  at  16.^- 
cents  per  pound,  20.8  cents  under  the  same  date  in  1956.     On  January  9>  195? 
the  London  Provisional  Exchange  price  recovered  somewhat  to  16.9-17. 5  cents 
per  pound. 

New  Zealand  attributes  the  low  prices  to  the  fact  that  European 
countries  that  are  not  traditional  United  Kingdom  suppliers  are  exporting 
under  high  subsidies  and  increasing  sales.    While  this  situation  continues, 
Mr.  Candy  believes  the  New  Zealand  Government  may  have  to  increase 
financial  aid  to  its  dairy  farmers. 
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U.  S.  COTTON  EXPORTS 
IN  RUNNING  BALES 

United  States  cotton  exports  in  November  1957  were  526,000  running 
bales ,  compared  with  538,000  running  bales  in  November  1956.  Exports 
during  August -November  1957  were  1,72^,000  running  bales,  compared  with 
2,06^,000  in  August-November  1956.    Comparable  figures  in  500-pound  bales 
were  published  in  last  week's  Foreign  Crops  and  Markets. 

U.  S.  EXPORTS  OF  AMERICAN- 
EGYPTIAN  COTTON  UP  IN  NOVEMBER 

Exports  of  American -Egyptian  cotton  were  913  bales  of  500  pounds 
gross  (862  running  bales)  during  November  1957 •    Exports  in  October 
were  only  53  bales,  but  in  November  1956  they  amounted  to  ^-,173  bales. 

Exports  during  August -November  1957  were  1,121  bales  of  500  pounds 
gross  (1,056  running  bales),  sharply  below  exports  of  2^,973  bales 
(23,821  running  bales)  in  August-November  1956. 

U.  S.  COTTON  LINTERS  EXPORTS 
DOWN  FROM  LAST  YEAR 

United  States  exports  of  cotton  linters,  mostly  chemical  qualities, 
were  19,000  bales  (500  pounds  gross)  during  October  1957 ,  and  20,000  bales 
during  November,  compared  with  30,000  bales  in  September  and  3^-;000  bales 
in  November  1956.    Exports  during  August -November  1957  were  87,000  bales, 
13  percent  below  exports  of  100,000  bales  during  the  comparable  period  a 
year  earlier. 

Principal  destinations  of  exports  during  August -November  1957;  with 
comparable  1956  figures  in  parentheses  were:    West  Germany  30,000  bales 
(37,000) j  Netherlands  21,000  (17,000);  United  Kingdom  1^,000  (19,000); 
Canada  10,000  (10,000);  France  8,000  (6,000);  and  Japan  2,000  (7,000). 

U.  S.  COTTON  LINTERS  IMPORTS 
INCREASE  IN  CCT0BER 

United  States  imports  of  cotton  linters,  mostly  felting  qualities, 
were  11,000  bales  (500  pounds  gross)  during  October  1957;  a  slight  increase 
over  September  imports  of  9;000  bales,  but  considerably  below  imports  of 
18,000  bales  during  October  1956.    Imports  during  August-October  1957  were 
27,000  bales,  down  1+3  percent  from  imports  of  1+7,000  bales  during  August - 
October  1956. 

Principal  sources  of  linters  imports  in  August-October  1957;  with 
comparable  1956  figures  in  parentheses  were:    Mexico  17,000  bales  (36,000); 
USSR  ^,000  (9,000);  and  Belgium  2,000  (108). 
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U.  S.  COTTON  IMPORTS  DOWN 
IN  OCTOBER 

United  States  imports  of  cotton  (for  consumption)  were  16,000  bales 
(500  pounds  gross)  in  October  1957,  down  substantially  from  imports  of 
31,000  bales  in  September,  but  up  sharply  from  the  2,000  bales  imported 
in  October  1956.     Imports  during  August-October  1957  were  55,000  bales, 
more  than  double  the  imports  of  27,000  bales  during  August -October  1956. 

Most  of  this  year's  increase  was  in  imports  from  Mexico.  Quantities 
imported  from  major  sources  in  August -October  1957 ,  with  comparable  1956 
figures  in  parentheses,  were:    Mexico  32,000  bales  (l6,000);  Egypt  15,000 
(11,000);  Pakistan  l+,000  (7,000);  and  Peru  3,000  (6,000). 

The  U.  S.  import  quota  for  long-staple  cotton  for  the  current  quota 
year,  beginning  August  1,  1957,  has  been  filled.    The  Bureau  of  Customs  has 
reported  that  the  global  quota  of  1+5  -7  million  pounds  (about  95,000  bales  of 
500  pounds  gross)  of  cotton  stapling  l-l/8  inches  and  longer  was  fully  sub- 
scribed on  December  30,  1957 • 

Cotton  was  imported  from  Mexico  under  the  long-staple  quota  for  the 
first  time  since  the  imposition  of  quotas  in  1939*    Mexican  cotton  stapling 
l-l/8  inches  and  longer  comprised  5*+  percent  of  total  imports.  Egyptian 
cotton,  which  heretofore  comprised  the  bulk  of  the  cotton  entered  under  the 
long-staple  quota,  accounted  for  31  percent  of  the  1957-58  quota. 

CANADA'S  COTTON  CONSUMPTION  DECLINES 

Canada's  cotton  consumption  of  26,000  bales  (500  pounds  gross)  during 
December  1957 was  l6  percent  less  than  consumption  of  31,000  bales  in 
November,  and  7  percent  below  consumption  of  28,000  bales  in  December  1956. 
Consumption  during  August -December  1957  w&s  150,000  bales,  8  percent  below 
consumption  of  163,000  bales  a  year  earlier. 

CUBA  AND  SWEDEN  SIGN 
TRADE  AGREEMENT 

The  Swedish  Foreign  Office  announced  on  December  20  the  signing  in 
Havana  of  an  agreement  regulating  trade  between  Sweden  and  Cuba  for  a  three - 
year  period  beginning  December  27,,  1957  •  The  two  countries  agreed  to  extend 
to  each  other  most-favored-nation  treatment  in  such  matters  as  tariff  duties 
and  consular  fees  while  recognizing  as  exceptions  the  preferential  treatment 
accorded  by  each  to  certain  neighboring  trading  partners  (i.e.  by  Sweden  to 
other  Scandinavian  nations  and  by  Cuba  to  the  United  States). 

Sweden  will  undertake,  within  the  framework  of  its  current  import  regu- 
lations, to  facilitate  the  importation  of  Cuban  raw  sugar  and  tobacco  products. 
Swedish  exports  expected  to  benefit  by  the  agreement  include  such  items  as 
paper,  railway  equipment,  motor  vehicles,  machinery,  refrigerators  and  air- 
conditioning  equipment,  radio  and  television  sets,  and  chemical  products. 
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COTTON  CROP  IN  FRENCH  EQUATORIAL 
AFRICA  DOWN  SLIGHTLY  IN  1956-57 

Cotton  production  in  French  Equatorial  Africa  during  the  August -July 
1956-57  season  was  estimated  at  155>000  bales  (500  pounds  gross),  down 
slightly  from  the  1955-56  crop  of  165*000  bales ,  but  about  the  same  as  in 
195^-55 •    The  reduction  in  1956-57  was  attributed  to  unfavorable  weather  in 
several  regions,  and  a  slight  reduction  in  the  area  harvested--785,000 
acres,  compared  with  800,000  in  1955-56. 

Planting  of  the  1957-58  crop  was  completed  in  September  1957*  Prospects 
this  year  are  for  a  further  slight  decline  in  area  to  about  775*000  acres. 
Production  is  estimated  at  160,000  bales,  assuming  normal  weather  conditions. 

In  recent  years,  the  Cotton  Research  Institute  has  made  wider  distribu- 
tion of  improved  seed  for  planting.    This  has  tended  to  increase  yields  per 
acre  and  also  the  ratio  of  lint  to  seed.    The  average  yield,  however,  is 
still  slightly  less  than  100  pounds  of  lint  per  acre. 

Most  of  the  cotton  is  grown  in  the  northern  part  of  the  country,  where 
there  is  less  rainfall  and  a  more  pronounced  dry  season.    About  65  percent 
of  the  crop  is  grown  in  Tchad  Province,  the  remainder  in  Cubangui-Chari . 
About  two-thirds  of  the  crop  in  1955-56  was  of  the  Allen  variety,  the 
remainder  mostly  the  Triumph  variety.    A  new  variety,  the  Banda,  was 
introduced  in  1956-57  and  is  expected  eventually  to  replace  the  Triumph 
variety. 

There    are  h  .  companies  that  operate  gins  and  buy  seed  cotton  from 
the  producers.     (Virtually  all  cotton  is  grown  by  small  producers  planting 
less  than  1  hectare --2. k"Jl  acres.)    These  firms  also  handle  all  cotton 
exports.    AlljFrench  Equatorial  cotton  is  exported,  principally  to  France. 
There  are  no  cotton  mills  in  operation,  and  other  consumption  is  negligible. 

Cotton  stocks  on  August  1,  1957*  were  estimated  at  ^-6,000  bales,  com- 
pared with  97*000  bales  held  a  year  earlier.  The  carryover  usually  is  from 
one-third  to  one-half  of  the  crop  during  the  year.  Long  distances  between 
producing  zones  and  ports  may  cause  considerable  delay  between  harvest  and 
export.  The  size  of  the  carryover  varies  according  to  conditions  of  roads 
and  waterways,  and  available  cargo  space  for  export  shipments.  In  recent 
years  there  has  been  no  appreciable  carryover  of  old  crop  cotton. 

Government  measures  to  encourage  the  growing  of  cotton  include  a  sowing 
premium,  generally  distributed  to  producers  at  the  time  the  crop  is  planted. 
In  1956-57  this  premium  amounted  to  about  $2.00  per  acre.    There  is  also  a 
Cotton  Price  Stabilization  Program,  partly  financed  by  an  export  tax  of  12 
percent.    In  1956-57*  producers  were  guaranteed  a  price  equivalent  to  6.2 
cents  per  pound  for  first-quality  seed  cotton,  and  5.2  cents  per  pound  for 
second  quality.    Transportation  subsidies  are  also  in  effect. 
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INDIA'S  COTTON  PRODUCTION 
TO  INCREASE  IN  1957-58 

India's  cotton  production  in  1957-58  is  currently  estimated  at 
1+, 220,000  bales  (500  pounds  gross ),  up  k  percent  from  l+,060,000  bales  in 
1956-57,  and  10  percent  higher  than  the  1955-56  crop  of  3,81+0,000  bales. 
Cotton  production  in  India  has  increased  steadily  in  the  10  years  since 
partition,  and  the  1957-58  estimate  represents  a  66-percent  increase  over 
the  2,510,000  bales  produced  in  I9I+7-I+8.    Cotton  acreage  for  1957-58  is 
estimated  at  21,000,000  acres,  6  percent  above  the  1956-57  area  of 
19,81+3,000  acres,  and  nearly  twice  the  I9I+7-I+8  area  of  10,932,000  acres. 

Cotton  imports  in  1956-57  were  estimated  at  600,000  bales,  about 
15  percent  higher  than  the  52l+,000  bales  imported  in  1955-56.  Complete 
statistics  for  1956-57  are  not  available,  but  imports  during  August-March 
1956-57  included  3lU,000  bales  from  the  United  States,  1+3,000  from  Kenya, 
3l+,000  from  the  Sudan,  28,000  from  Egypt,  and  17,000  from  Tanganyika. 
Imports  during  August-July  1955-56  included  197*000  bales  from  Kenya, 
18^,000  from  Egypt,  108,000  from  the  Sudan,  and  only  8,000  from  the 
United  States . 

Preliminary  figures  for  September  1-November  23,  1957 *  show  imports 
of  69,000  bales:    2^,000  from  Egypt,  15,000  each  from  the  United  States 
and  the  Sudan,  and  lU,000  bales  from  East  Africa.    Only  long-staple  cotton, 
generally  1-1/16  inches  and  longer,  may  be  imported  into  India.  Both 
imports  and  ezports  are  subject  to  license  control,  under  quotas  specifying 
staple  length  and  currency  area  for  imports,  and  variety  of  cotton  for 
export. 

Cotton  exports  in  August-July  1956-57  were  estimated  at  250,000  bales, 
down  sharply  from  552,000  bales  in  1955-56,  but  somewhat  above  the  207,000 
bales  exported  in  195^-55 •    From  50  to  75  percent  of  India's  cotton  goes  to 
Japan,  with  smaller  exports  to  the  United  Kingdom,  Belgium,  Italy,  and  the 
Netherlands.    Only  very  short  staple  varietiesr,  usually  3 A  inch  and  under, 
are  exported. 

India's  cotton  consumption  also  has  risen  since  partition,  although 
at  a  lower  rate  than  production.    Mill  consumption  in  August-July  1956-57 
was  k, 270, 000  bales,  up  nearly  6  percent  from  1955-56  consumption  of 
1+, 0^5*000  bales,  and  26  percent  higher  than  the  3*380,000  bales  consumed 
by  mills  in  19^7-^-8.    Nonmill  consumption  is  estimated  at  an  annual  rate 
of  220,000  bales. 

Mill  stocks  of  cotton  on  August  1,  1957*  were  estimated  at  1,750*000 
bales,  down  about  5  percent  from  stocks  of  1,81+0,000  bales  a  year  earlier. 

Announcement  was  made  December  28,  1957*  that  free  licensing  of  both 
hard  and  soft  cotton  waste  would  be  permitted  up  to  June  30*  1958*  without 
any  quantitative  restrictions,  to  all  destinations  except  Tibet  and 
Portuguese  possessions  in  India. 
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PHILIPPINE  COPRA  AND  COCONUT  OIL 
EXPORT  DATA  REVISED  FOR  1957 

Philippine  exports  of  copra  and  coconut  oil  in  1957  are  now  reported  at 
715,687  long  tons,  oil  basis,  3,05^  tons  more  than  originally  reported 
( see  Foreign  Crops  and  Markets,  January  20,  I958) .    The  revised  total  is 
slightly  above  the  71^,505  tons  shipped  in  1956. 

Copra  exports  in  1957  were  988,366  tons,  h,911  tons  more  than  pre- 
viously reported.    The  figure  on  December  shipments  to  the  U.  S.  Pacific 
Coast,  revised  to  28,179  tons,  brings  corrected  December  exports  to 
81,333  tons. 

Coconut  oil  shipments  of  93,016  tons  in  1957  were  ^0  tons  less  than 
originally  reported.    The  December  figure  on  exports  to  the  United  States- 
Atlantic  Coast— is  revised  to  7,1+16  tons  and  the  adjusted  total  for  December 
to  7,766  tons. 


ARGENTINA  ANNOUNCES  EXPORT  QUOTA  ON  COTTONSEED  OIL 

The  Argentine  Commerce-Industry  Ministry  has  announced  a  provisional 
export  quota  of  10,000  metric  tons  of  cottonseed  oil.    Exports  of  cottonseed 
oil  under  this  quota  will  represent  the  first  since  1951  when  5,968  metric 
tons  were  shipped,  and  are  comparable  with  the  19^-5-^9  average  exports  of 
9,500  metric  tons. 

NEW  VARIETY  OF  COFFEE 
REPORTED  IN  LIBERIA 

The  Central  Experimental  Station  at  Suakoko,  Liberia,  has  arranged 
for  experimental  planting  of  a  new  variety  of  coffee  said  to  have  been 
found  in  Gola  chiefdom.    The  new  variety  was  on  a  15-foot  tree  estimated 
to  be  10  to  12  years  old.    All  the  berries  were  bright  red,  indicating 
they  had  ripened  almost  simultaneously.    They  are  said  to  be  larger  than 
Robusta  variety,  but  smaller  than  Liberica. 

COLOMBIA  REDUCES  DOMESTIC 
COFFEE  PRICES 

The  National  Coffee  Federation  of  Colombia  has  announced  a  reduction 
of  37 • 5  percent  in  the  price  of  "pasilla"  coffee  for  domestic  consumption. 
Roasters  who  buy  at  the  lower  price  must  reduce  their  retail  price  pro- 
portionately. 

The  expressed  purpose  of  the  reduction  is  to  lower  the  cost  of  living; 
it  may  also  aim  at  increasing  domestic  coffee  consumption,  now  rather  low. 
The  quality  of  "pasilla"  coffee  is  inferior  as  a  result  of  milling  opera- 
tions, and  this  coffee  is  therefore  not  exportable. 
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INDONESIAN  COPRA  EXPORTS  IN 
NOVEMBER  HIGHEST  IN  7  YEARS 

Indonesian  copra  exports  in  November  1957 ,  preliminarily  estimated  at 
48, 760  long  tons,  were  the  largest  for  a  single  month  since  October  1951 
and  were  up  one -fifth  from  November  1956.    January-November  exports  of 
copra,  estimated  at  270,531  long  tons,  were  up  nearly  one-fifth  from  the 
corresponding  period  of  1956. 

Other  exports  from  Indonesia  in  November  included:    palm  kernels-- 
3,438  short  tons;  palm  oil- -16,972  short  tons;  and  copra  cake --12,605  long 
tons.    January-November  shipments  in  1957  were:    palm  kernels--4l,231  short 
tons;  palm  oil--127,821  short  tons;  and  copra  cake --110,412  long  tons. 

NOTE:    Since  official  Indonesian  trade  statistics  on  copra  are  delayed 
several  months  in  reaching  the  Department  of  Agriculture,  preliminary 
monthly  export  figures  (in  gross  tons)  are  published  as  soon  as  they  become 
available.    When  official  monthly  figures  (in  net  tons)  are  received  much 
later,  the  preliminary  data  are  replaced  with  the  official  data  in  order  to 
arrive  at  a  cumulative  total.    The  following  table  will  illustrate  this: 


COPRA:    Indonesia,  exports  by  month,  January-November  1957 


Month  \ 

Gross  long  tons 

Net  long 

l  tons 

Monthly  l/  \ 

Cumulative  ! 

Monthly  3/  '' 

Cumulative 

January  

:     20,411  j 

20,411 

•4/  15,920  - 

February  •  

:     30,082  : 

50,493  : 

29,419  ! 

March.  

!     22,79^  : 

73,287  - 

:     22,463  : 

April  

:     11,372  ; 

84,659  1 

:     11,188  « 

:  78,990 

May.  

i     21,188  j 

105,847 

:  20,928 

June  

:       9,784  ■ 

:  115,631 

:  9,673 

\  129,844 

July  • . 

!     20,517  : 

136,148 

:  20,253 

August,....  

:     ^5,513  : 

:  175,992 

September  

:       9,670  ! 

:  185,662 

October. • ............ 

!  36,744 

:    222, 4o6 

November. • •  • .  •  •  

:     48,760  « 

:  270,531 

December.  

l/  Preliminary,  as  reported  each  month,  via  cable,  by  American  Embassy. 
2/  As  published  in  Foreign  Crops  and  Markets.    3/  Final,  as  reported  in 
official  Indonesian  trade  publications.    4/  Revised  from  an  earlier  figure 
of  20,290. 

The  cumulative  figures  through  July  were  published  as  received  from 
the  American  Embassy.    When  official  figures  for  January-April  were  available 
they  were  substituted,  and  the  preliminary  gross  figures  for  subsequent 
months  through  August  were  added  to  them  (See  Foreign  Crops  and  Markets  of 
November  4,  1957).    Since  publishing  the  January-October  cumulative  date 
(FC&M,  December  23,  1957)  official  May-July  figures  have  become  available. 
The  January-November  total  was  computed  by  combining  January- July  official 
figures  with  the  preliminary  figures  for  August  through  November. 
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SPAIN  TIGHTENS  FATS  AND 
OILS  CONTROLS 

By  an  order  of  December  16,  1957,  the  National  Supply  Commission 
of  Spain  (Abastos)  will  control  all  types  of  fats  and  oils,  "both  domestic 
and  imported,  during  the  1957-58  olive  oil  season.    Prior  to  this  order, 
the  commission  was  employed  to  control  only  50  percent  of  Spain's  oils. 
The  apparent  objective  is  to  ensure  that  the  commission  has  adequate 
stocks  of  olive  oil  for  blending  with  imported  vegetable  oils,  as  well 
as  sufficient  reserves  for  planned  exports. 

The  price  of  olive  oil  at  pressing  plants  will  be  fixed  on  a  progressive 
scale,  starting  with  17.00  pesetas  per  kilogram  (18.36  cents  per  pound)  for 
oil  with  3  degrees  acidity  and  increasing  by  .25  centimos  (0.6  cents)  for 
each  1/J+- degree  reduction  in  acidity.    The  retail  price  of  edible  oill  will 
be  established  at  a  later  date,  and  Abastos  will  finance  any  difference 
between  cost  and  retail  price. 

Prices  for  oil  olives  will  be  established  by  local  committees  composed 
of  (l)  Chief  of  the  Agricultural  Brotherhood,  (2)  a  representative  of  the 
sellers,  and  (3)  a  representative  of  the  buyers.    Olive  growers  will  be 
permitted  to  keep  some  oil  for  their  own  use,  the  quantity  to  be  decided 
later. 

The  new  order  also  authorizes  Abastos  to  release  for  free  sale  a 
maximum  of  50  percent  of  Spain's  total  fats  and  oils  production,  if  the 
Supply  Commission  determines  that  control  of  all  production  is  not  necessary. 

Production  of  olive  oil  in  Spain  in  1957-58  is  estimated  at  3^5; 000 
metric  tons  (^-01,500  short  tons).    Exports  of  olive  oil  from  Spain  have 
been  embargoed  since  November. 

MEXICAN  CROPS  HURT 
BY  BAD  WEATHER 

There  was  little  rain  in  Mexico  in  December  except  in  the  States  of 
Sinaloa  and  Coahuila  in  the  north,  and  Campeche  in  the  southeast.  Reservoir 
water  dropped  slightly,  and  at  year's  end  was  20  percent  below  the  level 
of  a  year  earlier. 

A  serious  decline  in  water  reserves  in  central  and  north-central 
districts  was  only  partially  offset  by  an  increase  in  the  northwest  and 
on  the  Gulf  Coast,    Water  in  reservoirs  in  central  Mexico  at  the  end 
of  December  was  less  than  half  that  available  a  year  earlier.  Unseasonable 
rains  the  first  week  of  January  brought  some  relief  on  the  Gulf  Coast 
and  in  central  districts. 

A  hurricane  on  November  30  and  December  1  damaged  Chiapas  coffee 
plantations,  particularly  those  at  high  altitudes.    Tomatoes  in  the  El 
Mante  district  of  Tamaulipas,  and  citrus  fruits  in  Nuevo  Leon  suffered 
from  freezing  weather  early  in  December.    Preliminary  reports  place 
the  tomato  damage  at  25  percent,  and  orange  loss  at  from  10  to  15  percent. 
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ESTIMATE  LOWERED  FOR  1957 
INDIAN  WALNUT  PRODUCTION 

India's  1957  walnut  crop  is  now  estimated  by  the  trade  at  9,000 
short  tons,  in-shell  basis.    This  is  about  average,  though  below 
earlier  estimates.    Damage  from  heavy  rains  and  snow  during  the 
harvest  period  accounts  for  the  lowered  figure. 

Domestic  demand  in  India  has  increased  somewhat  because  of  the 
very  small  almond  crop  harvested  in  1957 •    However,  the  trade  expects 
that  nearly  all  of  India's  1957  commercial  walnuts  will  be  marketed 
abroad,  as  in  previous  years.    The  United  Kingdom  is  India's  most 
important  customer,  followed  by  Australia  and  Canada.    These  three 
markets  annually  account  for  70  to  80  percent  of  India's  walnut 
exports. 

The  United  States  imported  no  walnuts  from  India  during 
l956-57>  hut  has  already  received  small  shipments  from  the  1957 
crop.    Only  walnut  kernels  are  exported  to  the  United  States  and 
Canada. 

As  of  mid-December  1957*  the  following  prices  were  quoted  for 
Indian  walnuts,  c.  &    f .  New  York: 


BRAZIL  TO  COLLECT  SPECIAL 
TAX  FOR  COFFEE  PROMOTION 

A  decree  issued  in  Brazil  on  December  16,  1957>  regulates  the 
execution  of  a  law  of  November  k,  1957 ,  which  established  a  special 
tax  to  promote  sales  of  Brazilian  coffee  abroad.    The  special  tax 
amounts  to  25  cents  per  bag  of  132  pounds. 

The  tax  will  be  collected  by  the  Brazilian  Coffee  Institute  and 
will  be  in  cruzeiros,  at  the  same  rate  of  exchange  paid  to  exporters. 
Collections  will  be  deposited  in  a  special  account  with  the  Bank  of 
Brazil,  S.A.,  its  agencies,  branches,  or  offices. 


Type 


U.  S.  cents  per  pound 


Light  halves 
Light  brokens 
Amber  halves 
Amber  brokens 
Brown  halves 
Brown  brokens 


58 
50 

ko 
37 
36 
35 
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FRENCH  WALNUT  PRODUCTION  AND 
EXPORTS  SHARPLY  REDUCED 

The  official  estimate  for  1957  commercial  walnut  production  remains 
unchanged  at  12,000  short  tons,  in-shell  basis.    The  1957  crop,  down  hi 
percent  from  1956,  is  said  to  be  of  average-to-good  quality.  French 
walnut  production  during  the  I95O-5I+  period  averaged  23,000  tons. 


WALNUTS,  IN-SHELL:    France,  supply  and  disappearance,  1956-57 

and  1957-58 


• 

Item                            ]  1956-57 

:  Forecast 
:  1957-58 

:     Short  tons 

• 
• 

:      Short  tons 

:  kOO 
12,000 

• 

12,^00 

• 

6,600  • 
5,700 
100 

12,  If  00 

French  commercial  walnut  production  in  1957,  according  to  the 
Ministry  of  Agriculture,  consisted  of  5,800  tons  of  nuts  from  the  Charente, 
Correze,  Dordogne,  and  Lot  Departments;  another  5,200  tons  from  the  Isere; 
and  1,000  tons  from  the  Drome. 

Prices  quoted  for  1957-crop  walnuts  from  the  Bordeaux  region,  f.o.b. 
French  port,  as  of  early  January,  were: 

In-shell:    Crones,  extra,  27  mm.  and  over — 31. 8  to  38.6  cents  per  lb. 

Marbots,  extra,  28  mm.  and  over — 36.3  to  38.6  cents  per  lb. 

Shelled:      Bordeaux,  extra  halves — 99.8  to  II3.3  cents  per  lb. 
Arle quins -*77.1  to  90.7  cents  per  lb. 
Invalides— 79.if  to  83.9  cents  per  lb. 

In  the  Drome  and  Grenoble  regions,  the  following  prices  prevailed: 

In-shell:    Grenoble-Noix--29.2  to  32. h  cents  per  lb. 
Shelled:      Drome -Chaberte--8l,0  to  86.^  cents  per  lb. 

About  80  percent  of  the  nuts  produced  in  the  Grenoble  area  have  been 
sold;  Bordeaux-region  walnuts,  on  the  other  hand,  have  been  moving  slowly. 

Exports  of  French  walnuts  in  1956-57  were  62  percent  below  exports 
of  1955-56.    For  the  first  5  months  of  the  1957-58  season,  they  were  below 
the  volume  for  the  corresponding  period  a  year  earlier. 


January  27,  1958 


Foreign  Crops  and  Markets 


27 


WALNUTS:     France,  exports  by  country  of  destination,  July-June 
1955-56  and  1956-57;  July-November  1956  and  1957 


UNSHELLED 


Country  of  destination  j 

July -June 

July-November 

1955-56 

1  1956-57 

1  1956 

:  1957 

• 
• 

Short 

Short 

Short 

Short 

• 

: 

tons 

tons 

tons 

tons 

17  Q 

:  17Q 

0 

603 

'  31 

1  10 

:  0 

7,298 

:  2,618 

1.793 

284 

506  : 

l4o 

115 

:  0 

1,558 

1,160 

24o 

:  125 

• 

489 

:  209 

148 

:  176 

929 

y —  y 

:  215 

154 

:  128 

2/  : 

964 

51  ' 

26 

•  36 

French  currency  countries 

150 

56 

:  8 

:  l4o 

204 

:  10 

50 

686 

> 

0 

12,880 

:  4,669 

2,5^ 

:  1,575 

SHELLED 

• 

2,757 

:  116 

50 

:  0 

51 

21 

5 

0 

209 

138 

34 

0 

51 

:  32 

:  11 

0 

51 

7  ' 

0 

3 

• 

60 

:        64  ' 

31 

:  19 

112 

:  83 

50 

:  26 

2/.: 

865 

:  929 

237 

1  67 

French  currency  countries 

104 

;  35 

0 

:  1 

27 

:  133 

19 

134 

4,287 

1,558 

;  437 

250 

l/  Algeria  and  Tunisia 


2/  Other  than  Algeria  and  Tunisia 


UNITED  STATES  DEPARTMENT  OF  AGRICULTURE 
WASHINGTON  25,  D.  C. 


Official  Business 


PENALTY  FOR  PRIVATE  USE  TO  AVOID 
PAYMENT  OF  POSTAGE,  $300 
(PMGC) 
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PUBLICATIONS  RELATING  TO  U .  S .  FOREIGN  AGRICULTURAL  TRADE 

Issued  recently  and  available  free  upon  request 
(single  copies)  to  persons  in  the  United  States 
from  the  Foreign  Agricultural  Service,  U.  S. 
Department  of  Agriculture ,  Washington  25,  D.  C. 
Room  5922.    Phone:    REpublic  7-^1^2,  Ext.  2U1+5 . 

Financial  Difficulties  of  Important  Countries  May  Affect  Dollar  Sales  of 
U.  S.  Farm  Products.    Foreign  Agriculture  Circular  FATP  ^-58. 

Competitive  Position  of  United  States  Farm  Products  Abroad,  1958. 

Agricultural  Development  in  Turkey:    Effect  on  Products  Competitive  With 
U.  ST  Farm  Exports.    Foreign  Agriculture  Report  No.  106. 
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